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EDITORIAL NOTES. 

IN THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE First 
Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians we 
read: ‘‘We preach Christ crucified, 
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 
unto the Greeks foolishness. But un- 
to them which are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God.” The preach- 
ing of the Gospel has always seemed 
foolishness to the wise men of the 
world. Without elaborate ceremonies 
and the intervention of priestly power 
even intelligent Roman Catholics can- 
not understand the plain, simple way 
of salvation. It is too easy. ‘‘ Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” But what must we 
do? cry our Catholic friends. We 
answer, Believe God’s Word. After 
you believe in Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour and Mediator you will know 
what to do. The works of God will 
follow faith in Christ crucified. 





OUR EXCELLENT FRENCH CONTEMPOR- 
ary, Le Citoyen Franco Americain of 
Springfield, Mass., says in its issue of 
July 3, ‘“THe Convertep CatHotic is 
very valuable for information and 
reference.” 
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THEMISTOCLES, THE ATHENIAN GEN- 
eral and statesman, said we should 
make a bridge of gold for our retreat- 
ing enemies. When the priests and 
the people who are led by them with- 
draw from the Roman Catholic 
Church they should be made welcome 
into the household of the faith by all 
Christians. They not only reduce the 
numbers of the Pope’s followers but 
they are the most uncompromising an- 
tagonists of Popery. 


IT Is ONLY THAT SOME 
impatience should be felt at the hesita- 
tion or delay of such men as Fathers 
McGlynn and Burtsell to proclaim 
themselves independent of Romanism 


NATURAL 


when they practically cease to be Ro- 
man Catholics. But there are many 
difficulties in their way which do not 
appear on the surface. They are now 
educating their followers to think for 
themselves on subjects that have been 


hitherto strictly forbidden them. By 


and by the spiritually inclined among 
them will learn the better way of sal- 
vation without Pope or priest. Already 
they have lost all respect for the Pope 
and his bishops and the priestly 
office. 


THE HOT WEATHER SUGGESTS PURGA- 
tory to our Roman Catholic friends, 
but there is this difference, that in an- 
other month the hot season will have 
passed away, but no one knows when 
purgatory will end. The priests will 
continue to say masses for souls in 
purgatory as long as there is a dollar 
forthcoming from the relatives of the 
deceased, but if payment be not made 
there will be no mass— 

No pay, 
No pray. 


AS WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO PROCURE 
copies of the Pope’s Encyclical from 
the Roman Catholic booksellers we 
publish the most important portions of 
it this month. The translation pub- 
lished by the Catholic Publication 
Society of New York was so imper- 
fect that we had to refer to the original 
Latin in which the Encyclical was 
published at Rome. It appeared in 
the Acta Sancte Sedis, published by 
the Propaganda Polyglot Press at 
Rome. Encyclicals are usually quoted 
by the first word and the date of issue 
—the first word in this one being 
‘*Sententiz,” issued January 10, 1890, 
The supreme power of the Pope is 
boldly maintained in this document. 


GARABALDI'S TOMB IN CaPRERA IS TO 
be made a national monument, and 
the island is to be devoted to the pur- 
poses of a home for old sailors. A 
lighthouse also will be erected there. 
The people of Italy cannot honor his 
name too highly. No man_did more 
for the liberation of his country from 
Papal bondage than General Garibaldi. 
Recently some boys attempted to de- 
face the monument to Garibaldi in 
Washington Square, New York, but 
they were promptly arrested and pun- 
ished. Soon we hope to record the 
inception of a movement to erecta 
monument to Father Gavazzi in Rome. 
As an orator he fired the hearts of the 
Italians in the crusade against the 
Papacy and marched with them to the 
battlefield. More than that, when they 
achieved their independence, he preach- 
ed the Gospel of free salvation through 
Christ alone to his countrymen. They 
will do honor to themselves by erecting 
a monument to the great orator and 
preacher. 
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UR brother, Francis Waldron, has 
returned to his home in 
Chester, Pa., from Jackson Col- 

lege, Mississippi, where he has been a 

most successful teacher since he gradu- 

ated from Rochester University last 
year, Writing from Chester last month 


_ he says: 


Here is an item that may be of in- 
terest to the readers of THe ConvERTED 
CatHoLic. Some time ago Miss Annie 
Ryan, a convert from Romanism, came 
to Chester and commenced evangelistic 
work for the conversion of Romanists. 
She united with the ‘‘Heavenly Re- 
cruits,” a religious body combining 
Baptist forms with Methodist doctrines. 
She was baptized in the Delaware 
River, Saturday, April 5, 1890, the 
lav before Easter Sunday. On the 
day of her baptism the Roman Catho- 

cs held a meeting in St. Michael's 
Church and prayed that she might 
never come up out of the water. But 
the Lord is not so much afraid of the 
Romanists as some of the Protestants 
are, and so He refused to grant their 
request. A good many Romanists 
witnessed Miss Ryan’s baptism and 
they seemed dismayed when they saw 
her coming up out of the water. They 
must have learned on that occasion 
that there is One Being in the universe 
who is not afraid of the “Roman Catho- 
c vote.” Miss Ryan has spoken on 
Romanism several times in Mount 
Zion Church, and a number of Ro- 
manists have been converted and 
ined Protestant churches. She has 
been called all sorts of names accord- 
ing to the orthodox Roman Catholic 
custom, and many threats have been 
made against her life, but as yet no 
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Romanist has been found brave 
enough to risk his precious neck for 
the sake of Mother Church. Miss 
Ryan says she has found, however, 
that straightforward dealing commands 
their respect, and that there are many 
Romanists in Chester who respect her 
and would defend her from mob vio- 
lence. When she first came here one 
of the business men of Chester took 
her into hishome. His friends told 
him he would injure his business, etc. 
He paid no attention to them and his 
business has not been injured. Pro- 
testants are afraid of Romanists, and 
the Roman Catholics know how to 
play upon their fears; but if the Pro- 
testants will only live up to their con- 
victions the Romish scare will soon 
pass away. 
“** 

The Sacred Heart Review, a weak 
weekly paper, ‘‘ published under the 
patronage of the Church of the Sacred 
Heart, East Cambridge, Mass,” of 
which the pastor of the Church, Father 
John O’Brien (son of ex-Mayor O'Brien 
of Boston?) is the editor, in its issue 
of July 5, 1890, says: ‘‘ For pure im- 
pudence we have seen nothing recently 
to equal the performance in the Music 
Hall, at Lynn, last month, when a 
man calling himself Father O'Connor 
delivered an address for the purpose 
of ‘‘converting” the Catholics of 
Lynn. If this person had looked about 
him a little and seen the Catholic 
Churches in the city, he might have 
paused before making soridiculous an 
exhibition of himself.” Evidently priest 
O’Brien does not like our “impu- 


dence” in trying -to convert the 


Catholics, 
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FATHER BURTSELL “ DISCIPLINED.” 


fN the July Convertep CaTHOLic 
we said that Archbishop Cor- 
rigan had prolonged his stay 

in Rome in the hope that Dr. Burtsel] 
would apologize for his support of 
Father McGlynn ; and we added that 
Dr. Burtsell would not retract anything 
had said in favor of his friend. 
During the last month the crisis has 
been reached in Dr. Burtsell’s case. 
He has been condemned at Rome, and 
the usual ‘‘ discipline” has been exer- 
cised in his case—he is compelled to 
leave his city parish and go into the 
country to rusticate for the remainder 
of his life. The following is a de- 
tailed account of the events that led to 
the degradation of this distinguished 
priest. 


he 


Next to Dr. McGlynn’s case, 


Dr. Burtsell’s removal is the most im- 
portant event in the history of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in New York. 
So much interest in the subject has 
been aroused that the New York //er- 
ald, june 7, gave three columns to its 
discussion, and all the other morning 
papers followed suit. We give the 
most important points. 

A cablegram from Rome, June 6, 
said that the Pope personally had con- 
firmed Archbishop Corrigan’s action in 
regard to Dr. Burtsell, and the latter 
was ordered to leave his church in the 
city and goto Rondout, N. Y. The 
Herald says : 

‘“The action of the Supreme Pon. 
tiff in affixing the seal of his approval 
to the decision of the Propaganda in 
Father Burtsell’s case effectually and 
finally disposes of the whole matter 
within the Church. 

‘It is of the same force as the judg- 
ment of a court of last resort in secu- 


lar affairs. But Dr. Burtsell may now 
resort to the civil courts and obtain an 
injunction restraining Archbishop Cor- 
rigan from interfering with him in the 
exercise of his priestly functions as 
rector of the Church of the Epiphany.” 

Our readers will recall the promin- 
ent attitude maintained by Dr. Burt- 
sell at every stage of the McGlynn 
controversy. He was a veritable 
mighty fortress to Dr. McGlynn in the 
latter’s direst hour of need. With 
scarcely a peer in this country in the 


‘domain of the theology and canon law 


of the Church of Rome, Dr. Burtsell 
was an adversary who was at once re- 
spected and feared in the archiepisco- 
pal residence on Madison avenue. 

Michael Augustine Corrigan, Arch- 
bishop of the diocese of New York, 
realized that Dr. Burtsell would never 
be led away by his emotions from the 
pure reason in the case, and that he 
would be able to fortify his position with 
both doctrine and precedent. So that 
Dr. Burtsell was the very best ecclesias- 
tical lawyer McGlynn could have had. 

He held, at all times, that no arch- 
bishop had the right to degrade a rec- 
tor without cause and without a hear- 
ing, and in that position he is to-day 
tacitly supported by some of the lead- 
ing men in the metropolitan Church. 

When, however, Dr. Burtsell took 
the very decided ground he did in re- 
ference to the refusal of the Archbishop 
to suffer the body of John McGuire, of 
the Anti-Poverty Society, to be buried 
in consecrated ground, the local au- 
thorities of the Church began to real- 
ize that they were in danger of con- 
fronting a revolt which might result in 
disaster to themselves. 
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THE POPE HESITATED, 

When his holiness the Pope was 
made acquainted with this state of af- 
fairs it is said that he hesitated a long 
time about taking any action in Dr. 
Burtsell’s case. The Church in Am- 
erica was far too important a factor in 
the eyes of Rome to be dealt with in 
this crisis in a hasty or haphazard 
fashion, and it is even alleged that the 
Pope was most anxious to. be 
informed of all the facts, and especial- 
ly of the strength of Dr. Burtsell’s fol- 
lowing in New York before taking any 
steps toward sustaining Archbishop 
Corrigan in his removal of Dr. Burt- 
sell from a parish of the first class to 
one of inferior grade. 

The event has demonstrated beyond 
a doubt that by going to Rome in per- 
son the Archbishop selected the most 
effectual way of winning his cause. 
Father Burtsell’s written appeal had no 
chance of survival against the personal 
and powerful representations of the 
Archbishop, and the victory of the lat- 
ter with the Propaganda is to be re- 
varded as the establishment of a new 
precedent in the matter of the powers 
of the head of the archdiocese of New 
York. 

It is not generally known that Arch- 
bishop Corrigan’s first notice to Father 
Burtsell was something like this : 

‘*REVEREND AND Dear Sir— The 
Diocesan Council has decided to trans- 
fer you from your present parish to 
Rondout, N. Y.” 

To which Father Burtsell replied 
that he refused to obey the Council 
and appealed to Rome. Archbishop 
Corrigan replied in turn that Father 
burtsell had no right of appeal in 
that case, byt merely of recourse. 


To which Father Burtsell answered 


that he again took issue with the Arch- 
bishop on his law, insisting that the 
case was a proper one for appeal and 
not for recourse. Thus the anomaly 
was presented of a double appeal not 
only on the ground of the general 
right to appeal, but on the character 
of the question involved. 

FATHER BURTSELL’S TESTIMONY. 
During the troubles between Rev. Dr. 
McGlynn and the Archbishop the Rev. 
Dr. Richard Lalor Burtsell showed a 
decided inclination to range himself on 
the side of his old friend, the rector of 
St. Stephen’s parish. 

So strong was this disposition and so 
significant were his frequent utterances 
concerning his friend’s action that 
within a very short time after Dr. Mc- 
Glynn was disciplined by the Arch- 
bishop Dr. Burtsell, it was popularly 
said, had been summoned to Rome to 
answer his disciplinary shortcomings 
before the Propaganda. 

But it only required a new subject 
in order to arouse Dr. Burtsell toa new 
demonstration against the Archbishop's 
rulings. The most notable of these, 
as directed against Dr. McGiynn and 
his followers of the Anti-Poverty So- 
ciety, was concerning the burial of 
John McGuire, who died while attend- 
ing an Anti-Poverty meeting and whom 
the Archbishop denied burial in con- 
secrated ground in Calvary Cemetery, 
where McGuire owned a plot. 

The following account of this case 
appeared in THe CoNVERTED CATHOLIC 
for December 1888 : 

“Last February, John McGuire, a 
parishoner of St. Stephen’s Roman 
Catholic Church, New York, dropped 
dead at one of Father McGlynn’s 
meetings in the Academy of Music. 
Mr. McGuire had been a regular com- 
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municant of the Church, butas he had 
attended Father McGlynn’s meetings, 
his remains could not be buried in 
Calvary Cemetery where he owned a 
lot. The of the deceased sued 
the Church authorities, and the case 
came up 


son 


for trial in the Supreme 
Court, November 15th. 

Colonel George Bliss, the famous 
‘convert ” of the ex-Monsignor Capel, 
was counsel for the Church authori- 
ties, that is, Archbishop Corrigan, who 
controls Calvary. Richard L. 
Burtsell, D.D., rector of the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Epiphany, in 
Second avenue, New York, was the 
principal witness for the family of the 
deceased. 


Rev. 


His testimony was to the 
effect that by the canon law of the 
Church of Rome the deceased could 
not be legally excluded from what is 
called ‘‘ Christian burial” in the ceme- 
tery, even though he had attended Dr. 
McGlvynn’s meetings. Father Burtsell’s 
cross-examination by Col. Bliss de- 
veloped the fact that he had been 
Father McGlynn’s legal adviser in his 
fight with Archbishop Corrigan and 
the Propaganda. When asked why 
Father McGlynn did not go to Rome 
he said Cardinal Gibbons had failed to 
deliver a letter that he * (Burtsell) 
had entrusted to him for the Propa- 
ganda. 

It will be remembered that Father 
McGlynn charged last year that Car- 
dinal Gibbons had suppressed this let- 
ter, after having promised to deliver it, 
when he saw in Rome that the Propa- 
ganda was hostile to McGlynn, and 
wanted to get some schemes of 
his regarding the Washington Catholic 
University adopted. He played the 
traitor to McGlynn, but he succeeded 

having Bishop Keane appointed 





rector of the university. 

Father Burtsell was stigmatized by 
Colonel Bliss as a rebel against the 
Church, and the latter resented the 
imputation only by ejaculating, ‘‘ Yes, 
yes, I see.” 

Monsignor Preston testified that the 
people who attended Father McGlynn’s 
meetings must be regarded as excom- 
municated, equally with McClynn 
himself. He was not quite certain of 
that until he received a letter from 
Cardinal Monaco, the ‘‘ Prefect of the 
Sacred Congregation of the Inquisi- 
tion.” 

When further questioned Monsignor 
Preston said that Roman Catholics 
must obey their bishops whether right 
or wrong. This excited amazement in 
the court, and the question was re- 
peated, and again Monsignor Pres- 
ton answered, ‘‘ They must obey, right 
or wrong.” He was asked whether a 
priest was bound to obey the canon 
law or the orders of a superior when 
the two conflicted? 

‘‘He should obey the superior,” 
replied Monsignor Preston. 

‘Whether right or wrong?” asked 
the lawyer. 

‘‘Whether right wrong, the 
superior must be obeyed,” was the 
startling answer of the Vicar-Genera! 
of New York. Thus it appears that 
the authority of a single man may be 
considered even higher than the 
Church law itself. The N. Y. /er- 
ald, July 10, 1890, says : 


or 


**One fact is curiously significant. 
When Archbishop Corrigan reached 
Rome he wrote to Dr. Burtsell, by ad- 
vice of the Propaganda, a conciliatory 
note, declaring that the order for his 
removal to Rondout would be recalled 
provided the Doctor would hereafter 
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submit in all things to the authority of 
the Archbishop. 

“This Dr. Burtsell courteously but 
fimly declined to do. He stood upon 
what he termed his ‘rights,’ and 
there’s the rub. He labored under 
the impression that in ecclesiastical 
matters he must obey, but in secular 
matters he was free. The force of the 
Pope's decision lies in the fact that 
Rome claim§$ the whole of the man, 
nota part of him. When he enters 
the Church he is the property of the 
Church, 

‘That is rather a stubborn doctrine 
for even the Catholics of America to di- 
gest. They imbibe a degree of personal 
independence which does not brook 
the intrusion of a higher authority.” 

After the McGuire case was decided 
Dr. Burtsell wrote a series of articles 
on canon law which were published 
in the New York Zad/et, and were af- 
terwards collected ina pamphlet. A 
few articles in reply were published in 
the Freeman's Journal which, it is gen- 
erally believed, were written by Arche 
bishop Corrigan, but they were so 
weak and illogical that they produced 
no other effect than to bring out Dr. 
Burtsell’s masterly argument 
clearer light. 

The degradation of Father Burtsell 
will cause a disruption in his parish 
similar to that which occurred in St. 
Stephen's parish when Father McGlynn 
was excommunicated. The outlook 
is very hopeful. Hundreds and thou- 
sands of Catholics will renounce the 
oman Church forever. This is ac- 
knowledged by leading Catholics who 
have been interviewed by reporters of 
the New York press. The Gospel of 
Christ should be preached to them lest 
they fall into infidelity. 


in a 


MC GLYNN ON BURTSELL. 

A dispatch from San _ Francisco, 
July 8, gives Father McGlynn’s view 
of Dr. Burtsell’s case. He said: ‘‘ As 
far as the dispatch goes it is just what 
I expected. The object is to humiliate 
and punish Dr. Burtsell, not for any 
false doctrine or disobedience to legi- 
timate authority properly exercised, 
for he has not been guilty of anything 
of the kind, but because, as in my 
case, he has upheld the right of free- 
dom of opinion in matters of political 
economy and freedom of political ac- 
tion on the part of an American citizen, 
even though that citizen be also a priest. 

‘*He has not chosen to break or at 
least conceal his friendship for me or 
for my friends, or to place himself in 
antagonism to the reform movement in 
which we are engaged. One of the 
crimes imputed to him is that he in- 
vited me to dinner. Now, the most 
recent utterances of the Pope on the 
subject of excommunication are not 
contagious, so there should be no 
danger of anyone’s contracting excom- 
munication by merely hearing me make 
a speech, by shaking hands with me, 
by conversing with; me or by dining 
with me.” 

ke 

Father Ducey, rector of St. Leo's 
Church, on Twenty-eighth street, has 
not concealed his sympathy with 
Fathers McGlynn and Burtsell. In an 
interview in the New York //era/d, 
July 7, he said, ‘‘Such a course as 
that pursued in Dr.' Burtsell’s case will 
soon drive out of the Church in New 
York all men who are not willing to 
wear dog collars around their necks.” 
Unless Father Ducey puts on the collar, 
and also a muzzle, he will be ‘‘discip- 
lined ” and sent to the backwoods. 
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FROM BONDAGE TO LIBERTY. 


JOSEPH CONNELLAN IN THE ‘‘ CHRISTIAN IRISHMAN,” 


“Where's the slave so lowly 
Condemned to chains unholy, 

Who, could he burst his bonds at first 
Would pine beneath them slowly?’’-Moore. 


rN undertaking to write an account 
of how I have been brought 

from spiritual bondage to free- 

dom and happiness, I wish to explain 
that I have no desire whatever to exalt 
myself. I have undertaken the task after 
mature deliberation; and the chief con- 
sideration that has influenced me is that 
my story may prove helpful to others. 

I have but lately emerged from a 
reign of doubt, difficulty and unhap- 
piness. I am aware, by my own per- 
sonal knowledge, that many of my 
dear Roman Catholic fellow-country- 
men and countrywomen are treading 
the paths I have lately trod. The one 
desire of my life is to help such by 
every means in my power, and if a 
brief account of my difficulties and 
troubles, and the peace of mind which 
has now replaced them may assist 
them to a knowledge—not of Protes- 
tantism, but of Jesus Christ and His 
boundless love for sinners—then my 
story will not have been told in vain. 

To thoroughly understand my pres- 
ent position and the circumstances 
which have led up to it, the reader 
must come back with me a long way. 
There are events in my past life which 
bear materially on my present attitude; 
and these, however loath todo so, I 
feel bound to record. But I promise 
to be as brief as possible. 

At an early age, and with my own 
cordial approval, I entered on a course 
of training for the priesthood. I be- 
gan in Sligo College, and thence passed 


to the Irish College,J Paris. Long, 





JUNE 1890. 
however, before I reached Paris my 
mind had suffered a complete transfor- 
mation, and what had formerly been a 
strong opposition for was now changed 
into an equally strong opposition to 
the idea of my ever becoming a priest. 
From my superiors I always experi- 
enced uniform kindness and courtesy, 
notably from the then president of Sligo 
College, to whom I shall ever feel in- 
debted. I felt that I was not called to 
the priesthood; and, accordingly, after 
having spent some time in France, on 
a fine June afternoon in 1885, I turned 
my back on Paris and the priesthood 
and came home. I returned in dis- 
grace. 1 know I was regarded by my 
relations and friends asa wicked, good- 
for-nothing sort of young man. How- 
ever, I stuck resolutely to my guns. 
Where sentiment and conscience have 
clashed I have always endeavored to 
follow the voice of the latter, and with 
the happiest results to myself. And 
the good God who has often befriended 
me since did not desert me at that 
time. He raised up friends for me, 
some of them in the most unexpected 
quarters, who fought my battle and 
reconciled my family to the course | 
had taken. Recent events seem to 
have placed an impassable gulf between 
some of these friends and myself, but 
the quarrel is not of my seeking, and | 
do not forget, and never shall, their kind 
championship of me on that occasion. 
I next found myself in Dublin and 
a medical student. All this time I was 
a devoted child of the Church of Rome. 
I was bigoted, narrow-minded and 
prejudiced to a degree that excites my 
own pity and compassion now. I 
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carried all my sentiments with me to 
Dublin and cherished them with miser 
care. I never found the doctrines and 
practices of my Church irksome; in 
fact I never thought them sufficient. I 
tried to perform all that was enjoined 
me faithfully; still, when all was done, 
J knew there was something wanting. 
I had to work out my own salvation; 
the merits of Jesus Christ and His all- 
toning work I was never taught to be 
sufficient for me. Of His blessed 
promises of salvation to those who be- 
lieve on Him, in which the Gospel of 
St. John so conspicuously abounds, I 
was profoundly ignorant. I had to 
climb into heaven on a ladder of my 
self-righteousness; and Roman Catho- 
lics will bear me out when I describe 
thatas a most rickety and unsatisfactory 
mode of transit. However, events 
were soon to occur which were des- 
tined to shatter all my cherished be- 
iefs in the Church of Rome and set me 
on a surer and happier way of salvation, 

In September, 1887, my brother, 


the Rev. Thomas Connellan, managed 


to “secure his own obituary.” I need 
not dwell upon facts already known. 
Ile went to London, and the following 
August I was compelled to turn my 
face Londonwards also. We met there, 
and at our second interview he told 
me of his quarrel with Rome ‘Too 
well I remember the time, place and 
my own feelings. It was a peaceful 
\ugust afternoon; we were seated in 
Battersea Park. The rich autumnal 
ints were on the trees around, and 
‘old Father Thames” swept past us to 
the sea. My feelings as I listened 
vere not in harmony with my surround- 
ings—in fact, language was never 
I believed he 
was treading the road that leads to 


made to describe them. 


33 


eternal death, but even this idea was 
overshadowed by the thought of how 
my father and mother and _ brothers 
and 


sisters would bear this terrible 


trial. This was a disgrace more to be 
feared than death itself, though death 
to a Roman Catholic 


with untold terrors. 


is surrounded 
Permanent con- 
cealment of his conduct I knew to be 
impossible, and as I reflected on what 
sufferings the future would probably 
bring—the heart-burningys, the ignomi- 
nies and the disgraces in store for 
those I loved more dearly than my own 
life—I confess I would have preferred 
to have stood on his gravein the quiet 
little churchyard near the home of my 
boyhood to seeing him before me. I 
stifled my feelings, however, and, with 
a huge lump in my throat, told him to 
pursue his own course and leave me to 
mine. A sort of armed neutrality was 
proclaimed. I would have none of his 
Church-going and Bible-reading; and 
when he left me and came across to 
Dublin in March, 188y, I was as firm 
and devoted a Roman Catholic as 
ever. 

Thus far I had resisted his example 
and influence and felt proud of having 
done so. And this is not to be won- 
dered at when. my early training is 
taken into consideration. Roman 
Catholicism, so far as I know, has for 
its primary object the exaltation of one 
class of individuals and the abasement 
of another. With a thorough disre- 
gard for the leveling doctrines of Jesus 
Christ it sets the priest above the heads 
of the people and makes him Bible, 
judge and lawgiver. 
specter of persons says Peter 
(Acts x: 34). The Church of 
Rome professes to teach what St. Peter 
taught; but I appeal to my Roman 


‘* God is no re- 
St. 
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Catholic brethren if she carries out his 
With 
her the ordinary layman is nowhere. 
He take a back seat. Her 
priests are ‘‘the salt of the earth;” the 
laity are here only to be sa/ted by them, 


instruction in this particular. 


has to 


To the priest ‘“‘it is given to know the 
mysteries of the Kingdom of God,” 
but to the layman the Bible is all para- 
bles and paradoxes. Jesus Christ, on 
the authority of the Church of Rome, 
knew not how to teach His people. 
His words are in the New Testament, 
and the New Testament, Rome asserts, 
the people are unable to understand. 
My argument may be somewhat forced, 
but if there are things in the Scriptures 
‘chard to be understood,” even in this 
our boasted nineteenth century, and if 
on that account the Scriptures are to 
be withheld from the people, how 
much more applicable was the rule in 
our Divine Lord? And 
what other conclusion are we forced 
that He, though God, 
preached above the heads of the mul- 


the time of 


into save 
titudes who thronged to hear him ? 
Toreturn. | always believed,and was 
always taught to believe,implicit obedi- 
ence to the priest in all matters of faith 
and morals to be a test of my Roman 
If I failed to render that 
I was a *‘bad Catholic.” 


Catholicism. 
By faith was 
meant faith in the teachings of my 
Church. It is hard to imagine a more 
abject slavery of conscience than this. 
Certain lines were laid down for me 
To enter- 
tain a doubt about the teachings of my 


within which I must keep. 


Church was a sin; to read a book at- 
tacking those teachings was another. 
All other sects and denominations were 
wrong, many of them knowingly wrong, 
road to 
heaven; and desertion from Rome, 


] alone was on the right 
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along with entailing the eternal loss ot 
my soul hereafter, was a family dis- 
grace in the present more to be feared 
than death itself. I never knew that 
the precious gift of free salvation was 
mine through the merits cf my Re- 
deemer if I would only accept it. In 
fact, I never knew freedom in the 
proper sense of the word; and my con- 
dition was essentially one of bondage, 
and the worst of all bondages, the en- 
slavement of the mind. But my bonds 
were soon to be broken; and what my 
brother failed to do, his little work, 
entitled ‘‘Hear the Other Side,” was 
about to effect. 

Shortly after leaving London he 
sent me a copy of this book with a re- 
quest to look through it and see if 
there were any printer's errors. | com- 
menced to do so to oblige him, but by 
the time I got to the second chapter I 
found I could read no further without 
being contaminated. For a month it 
lay on my table unopened; I would 
not ‘“‘hear the other side.” By the 
end of that time, however, the convic- 
tion that I was paying but a poor com- 
pliment to my intelligence and dis- 
cretion induced me to take it up once 
more. This time I read it through; 
with fear and trembling I confess, but 
still I read it. My next act was to 
turn back and read it over again. | 
believe I read it half-a-dozen times be- 
fore I stopped, and it proved, perhaps, 
the most astounding revelation of my 
life. It knocked the ground from un- 
der my feet. 1 went to pieces, in par- 
ticular on the doctrine of transubstan- 
tiation. Day and night I pondered 
over this work, and could think of 
nothing else. I waited eagerly to see 
some refutation of the book, but that 


refutation has yet tocome. The turn 














ing point of my life was reached, and 
my mind bevame all chaos and con- 
fusion. I gave up the practices of my 
Church; my bonds were burst asunder, 
but like many another slave who finds 
himself suddenly emancipated, I was 
very near abusing my liberty, 

‘‘Hear the Other Side,” at the time 
I speak of, was without the “Addenda.” 
Consequently, though it upset my old 
religious beliefs, it did not show me 
where I was to turn for better. Of 
course | knew where my brother had 
found rest, but his example was noth- 
ing tome. If the religion on which I 
had so fondly and entirely relied was 
so unworthy of trust as I was now 
forced to think, Protestantism, I had 
reason to believe, was ten times worse, 
and I would have nothing to do with 
it. I hadathorough hatred of Pro- 
testantism then and J hastily con- 
cluded that all religions must be de- 
lusive and dishonest. For a short time 
I drifted into a kind of agnosticism; 
but it was very short,formy soul found 
no rest. My new ideas could not 
bring me that peace of mind for which 
1 sought, and though amid the hurry 
and bustle of London life I might 
often feel disposed to think that the 
gods of Chance and Mammon ruled 
the world, my shallow sophisms gave 
way when brought face to face with the 
beauties of nature. Earth, air and sky, 
as they surrounded me in my solitary 
rambles in the country, revealed un- 
mistakably the all-ruling hand of God. 
I had never read St. Paul, still I in- 
stinctively felt that ‘‘the invisible things 
of God from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen.” Nature was the only 
book I read to confute my new ideas, 
and I found it amply sufficient. No 
wonder; for after all 
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‘What does philosophy impart to man 
But undiscovered wonders! Let her soar 
Even to her proudest heights, to where she 
caught 
The soul of Newton and of Socrates, 
She but extends the scope of wild amaze 
And admiration. All her lessons end 
In wider views of God’s unfathomed depths.”’ 


All this time [had no friend to whom 
I could open my heart. Pride pre- 
vented any correspondence with my 
brother, for I was loath to admit his 
book had made any impression on me, 
I was surrounded by Protestants, and 
though I knew and esteemed some of 
them as acquaintances and friends, I 
could not entertain the idea of telling 
them of my difficulties. Weeks went 
by and every day I felt more and more 
that to endure life 1 must lean on God. 
I went about my business with a heavy 
heart and an anxions, unhappy look, 
and would have gladly gone back to 
my old religion if I only could. As- 
suredly God directs everything for the 
best. 
eller in the parched and burning desert 
prizes the spring of fresh water on 
which he suddenly chances; in the 
same way I was travelling through a 
parched and sterile land, and was be- 
ing taught to prize ‘‘the living water” 
when it should be revealed to me. 

One evening I went into a coffee 
palace in Chelsea for a cup of coffee. 
While inside a Protestant acquaintance, 


We know how the weary trav- 


a Mr. Hodges by name, entered for a 
similar purpose. I had met him often 
before and knew him fora good fellow 
and a gentleman. But he was a Pro- 
testant ‘‘for a that,” and one of the 
Rev. Webb Peploe’s workers to boot. 
He was also studying for the ministry, 
and for all these reasons I had to be 
reserved and mistrustful. However, 
as he sat opposite, the idea struck me 
that: 1 ought to ask him what his 





Church held with reference to transub- 
stantiation. I could easily do so with- 
out compromising myself, so when he 


His 


manly frankness drew me out of my 


went out I accompanied him. 
reserve. From the vexed subject of 
transubstantiation we got on to other 
matters, and in the course of a long 
What 
of 


then I could never under- 


talk | explained my position, 


induced this unwonted outburst 
frankness 
stand. God understands it, however, 
and I am grateful to Him for my words 
and It was the 
And I have 
that frankness and 


kindly sympathy are two tremendous 


actions on that night. 
turning point in my life. 
learned to believe 


powers in this world, and that if we 
only took half as much pains to reveal 
our true feelings as we do to conceal 
them our world would be a much bet- 
ter world, and our island, in particular, 
would bea better island than it isto day. 

On that night I heard for the first 
time that I must look for salvation to 
the merits of Jesus Christ alone and 
not to my own so-called ‘good works.” 
This was so contrary to what I had al- 
ways been taught that 1 could not un- 
derstand it. My good works I had 
always placed on a par with my faith, 
whereas | was now told they should 
could 
not grasp this matter in a night; my 
friend asked me to pray for light; he 


follow as a consequence of it. I 


revealed to me the terrible condition in 
which I was, and, after directing me 
to certain passages in St. John’s Gos- 
pel, requested me to come and hear 
Mr. Peploe the next Sunday. I prayed 
for light and went to hear Mr. Peploe. 
I went partly to emphasise my revolt 
against Rome and partly through curi- 
Religion, I fear, had little to 
But 


osity. 


in his 


do in the matter. once 
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church his earnestness overwhelmed 
I had never stood in‘a Protestant 


church before. 


me. 


Mr. Peploe’s words went to my heart; 
the conviction that this man was sin- 
cere forced itself upon me; there was a 
reality in religion here I had never en- 
countered before and I determined to 
see more of it. I carried out my reso- 
I heard Mr. Peploe as often 
as I could; I sought out Mr. Hodges 
on every available opportunity. 


lution. 


From 
being cold acquaintances we became 
fast friends. My difficulties began to 
disappear under the influence of earnest 
prayer and the reading of ‘‘God’s 
Word.” A peace of mind and a tran- 
quility of soul to which I had ever 
been an utter stranger replaced my 
late doubts and unhappiness. From 
being indescribably unhappy I became 
inexpressibly happy. This feeling has 
gone on increasing since. The more 
I have advanced in the knowledge of 
Christ the more I have learned to love 
Him, I have not sought Protestantism; 
but | have sought to know Jesus Christ 
and His And knowing Him 
and living in His love I believe to be 
a foretaste of Paradise. 


love. 


He is my 
Refuge and my Stay, and though I am 
well aware that there is an unhealthy 
spirit abroad at the present day which 
often makes young men ashamed to 
confess Christ and His love, 1 am not 
deterred by this cowardiy feeling from 
doing both. 

My story is told, but I have not yet 
done. I wish to record the fact that 
ever since my conversion I have ex- 
perienced the utmost kindness and* 
toleration at the hands of my Roman 
Catholic fellow-countrymen. I have 
gone amongst them extensively both 
in the West of Ireland and in Dublin, 





























and in neither place have I ever been 
offered the slightest insult. 1 would 
be something less than an Irishman if 
I did not feel grateful for this; and if 
I have said anything in the foregoing 
paper hurtful to Roman Catholic feel- 
ings | am sorry for it. It was not my 
intention to do so and, please God, it 
never shall be. But 1 would ask my 
Roman Catholic friends to remember 
that I discriminate very widely between 
them and the doctrines imposed upon 
them. With the teachings of Rome I 
have quarrelled and will continue to 
quarrel; but knowing the depth of sin- 
cerity of the religious convictions of 
my fellow-countrymen I cannot abuse 
them for holding doctrines which they 
believe to be true. I wish to extend 
to them the fullest toleration; I only 
ask the same. My principles and be- 
liefs 1 am willing to explain, and though 
conscience has compelled me to reject 
many doctrines of the Church of Rome 
as groundless we hold many things in 
common still. Roman Catholics be- 
lieve in the Unity of the Godhead. So 
do I. They believe in the Blessed 
Trinity. Here we are agreed also. In 
holding the mystery of the Incarnation 
and the Redemption of fallen man by 
the death of Jesus Christ we are one. 
It is well all should know this. But 
when we come to the all sufficiency of 
Christ’s atonement and its far reaching 
consequences we differ. Roman Ca- 
tholics believe they must work out 
their salvation by ‘‘good works.” They 
are taught to regard them as equally 
important with their faith. I believe 


in good works, too, but I set them 
down as a consequence of my faith in 


Jesus Christ. This, I consider, the 
most essential point of difference be- 
between us; purgatory, the invocation 
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of saints, and all the other inventions 
of the Church of Rome are only so 
many side issues 

One point more. I claim to know 
something of both sides of the vexed 
questions of our religious difficulties 
here in Ireland. I have viewed it from 
the Roman Catholic standpoint and I 
have viewed it from the Protestant. 
The thing that has impressed me most 
in the survey is the extraordinary 
amount of ignorance displayed by both 
parties in regard to the religious beliefs 
of their opponents. Roman Catholics, 
as a rule, regard Protestantism as one 
and the same thing with political as- 
cendancy. For Orangemen and every- 
thing in connection with them they 
entertain a tremenduous aversion. And 
unfortunately Protestantism has too 
frequently been presented to them un- 
der orange colors in the past. A red 
rag is commonly supposed to have a 
most irritating effect upon a_ bull; an 
orange banner or the ‘‘Boyne Water” 
has much the same effect on an Irish 
Roman Catholic. I wish Protestants 
in general understood as much. Many 
good people do, but I desire to see 
increased. I do not 
want any person to suppress altogether 
his political feelings; that would be too 
much to expect. But is it too much 
to ask that Christ will be given the first 
place and let political feeling follow 
after? Assuredly not; yet this is the very 
thing that many Protestants have failed 
to do in the past. However, the day 
will come, please God, when the Ro- 
man Catholic and Protestant will mu- 
tually understand each other, and 
when both united in Christ shall be 
Christians first and politicians after- 
wards, and work hand in hand ‘‘for 
God and country.” 


their number 
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF 
THE VIRGIN MARY BORROWED FROM THE KORAN. 


BY REV. 


™M HAT this dogma had its begin- 
ning with Mahomet is estab- 


lished by the following au- 
thorities: 

Gibbon Vol. V. p. 108. Harpers’ 
edition, writes: ‘‘The Latin Church 
has not disdained to copy from the 
Koran the Immaculate Conception of 
the virgin mother.” In a note he adds: 
“It is darkly hinted in the Koran, c. 
3, P+ 39, and more clearly explained 
by the tradition of the Sonnites, Sale’s 
note, and Maracci, Tom. 1. p. 112. 
In the twelfth century the Immaculate 
Conception was condemned by St. 
Bernard as a presumptous novelty. 
Fra. Paolo, Istoria del concilio di 
Trento 1, 11.” 

The passage in the Koran to which 
Gibbon refers is this: ‘‘Remember 
when the wife of Imran said, ‘Lord, 
verily 1 have vowed unto Thee that 
which is in my womb, to be dedicated 
to Thy service; accept it therefore of 
me, for Thou art He who heareth and 
knoweth.” And when she was delivered 
of it she said, ‘Lord, verily I have 
brought forth a female (and God well 
knew what she had brought forth), and 
a male is not a female. I have called 
her Mary; and Icommend her to Your 
protection, and also her issue, against 
Satan driven away with stones,’” 

The last paragraph is the one re- 
garded as containing the doctrine we 
are considering. Upon it Sale has the 
following note: ‘This expression al- 
ludes to a tradition that Abraham, 
when the devil tempted him to disobey 
God in not sacrificing his son, drove 
the fiend away by throwing stones at 


MASON GALLAGHER, 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

him; in memory of which the Maho- 
metans, at the pilgrimage of Mecca, 
throw a certain number of stones at the 
devil, with certain ceremonies in the 
valley of Mina. 

“It is not improbable that the pre- 
tended Immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin Mary is intimated in this pas- 
sage. For according to a tradition of 
Mahomet every person that comes in- 
to this world is touched at his birth by 
the devil, and therefore cries out, 
Mary and her Son only excepted, be- 
tween whom and the evil spirit God 
placed a veil so that his touch did not 
reach them. And for this reason, they 
say, neither of them was guilty of any 
sin like the rest of the children of 
Adam; which peculiar grace they ob- 
tained by this recommendation of them 
by Hannah to God’s protection,” 

Imram and Hannah were the parents 
of Mary, according to the Mahometans. 

Sale refers to the leading Mahometan 
commentators, Jallalo’din, Al Beidawi 
and Kitado, as his authorities. 

The Sonnites, to whom Gibbon ale 
ludes, are thus described by Irving in 
his life of Mahomet, p. 349: ‘‘Besides 
the Koran or written law, a number of 
precepts and apologues which casually 
fell from the lips of Mahomet were 
collected after his death from ear wit- 
nesses, and translated into a book 
called the Sonna or oral law. This is 
held equally sacred with the Koran by 
a sect of Mahometans, thence called 
Sonnites.” We thus learn that the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary was held to be contained in 
the Koran by its orthodox interpreters. 





That this is part of the Mahometan 
creed is evident also from the state- 
ments of two other standard writers. 

Foster in his able and interesting 
work entitled, ‘‘Mahometanism Un- 
veiled,” Vol. I., p. 366, enumerates 
among the doctrines of this religion 
‘our Lord’s Incarnation of a pure vir- 
gin by the immediate power or spirit 
of God; alleging Him, further, to 
have been begotten after the similitude 
of Adam’s creation, whom God called 
into being from the dust; His immacu- 
late conception; His sole exemption, 
the blessed Virgin excepted, from the 
touch of Satan, or stain of Adam’s 
transgression.” 

‘*Mahometan tradition, though more 
vague and undefined, is not without 
example of approximation to the truth; 
its recognition of the fall in particular 
may be seen in that ascertained tenet 
of orthodox Mahometans already 
hinted at, that, of the whole human 
race, two persons only, Jesus Christ 
and the Virgin Mary, were exempt 
from the touch of original sin.” p. 393. 

The learned Gagnier, in his life of 
Mahomet, p. 89, writes: ‘‘II est cer- 
tain que par ce mot de fardeau, qui 
pesoit sur le dos de Mahcmet, les in- 
terpretes entendent une tache, ou une 
goutte noir, qui est le source du peche 
dans lu coeur de I’homme, on, comme 
nos theologiens parlent, le peche 
originel contracte en Adam.  Peche 
auquel Mahomet, du consentement 
meme du tous ses sectateurs, avait 
participe comme tous las autres homme; 
et dont personne n’est exempt quc 
Marie et Son fils Jesus.” 

This in English is as follows: ‘‘It 
is certain that by this word, burthen, 
which fell upon the back of Mahomet, 
his interpreters intend a stain or black 
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drop, which is the source of sin in the 
heart of man, or, as our theologians 
speak, original sin contracted in Adam. 
Sin in which Mahomet, by the consent 
of all his followers, had shared like all 
men; and from which no person had 
been exempt but Mary and Jesus.” 

The biographers of Mahomet have 
recorded his miraculous purification 
by the ministry of the Angel Gabriel 
from the stain or burden of original 
sin. Irving thus narrates the legend, 
p. 35: ‘‘At the age of three years, 
while playing in the fields with his 
foster brother, Masroud, two angels 
in shining apparel appeared before 
them. They laid Mahomet gently 
upon the ground and Gabriel, one of 
the angels, opened his heart, but with- 
out inflicting any pain. Then taking 
forth his heart he cleansed it from all 
impurity, wringing from it those black 
and bitter drops of original sin in- 
herited from our forefather Adam, 
and which lurk in the hearts of the 
best of his descendants, inciting them 
to crime. When he had completely 
purified it he filled it with faith, and 
knowledge, and prophetic light, and 
replaced it in the bosom of the child.” 

Black in “Messias and Anti-Mes- 
sias,” writes: ‘“The Mahometan com- 
munion probably furnished 
to Rome the first idea of the Immacu- 
late Conception of the blessed virgin,” 
p. 105. ‘The Mahometans ‘ 
hold the Immaculate Conception of 
the blessed virgin,” p. 212. 

Strange as it may appear that the 
doctrine which the Church of Rome 
has promulgated with so much pomp 
and ceremony for ‘‘the destruction of 
all heresies, and the confirmation of 
the faith of her adherents,” should 
have had its origin in the Mahometan 
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Bible; yet the testimony of such au- 
thorities as Gibbon, Sale, Foster, 
Black, Gagnier and Maracci leave no 
doubt as to the marvelous fact. 

This singular fact reminds us of an- 
other of the striking impostures of 
Popery—the thing they call St. Peter’s 
chair, in honor of which mass is cele- 
brated and before which cardinals bow 
themselves. This is relied on as one 
of the convincing proofs that Peter was 
a Bishop of Rome. Cardinal Wiseman 
says: ‘lam certain of the mission 
and presence of St. Peter at Rome, 
from the presence of the chair of St. 
Peter in the Basilica of the Vatican.” 

This chair is elevated 120 feet from 
the ground, and is placed under a 
tabernacle of brass. The French gov- 
ernment in the beginning of the century 
appointed two Romanists, the cele- 
brated Champolion and the Abbe 
Lanci, professor in the Roman Uni- 
versity, to examine the mysterious 
chair as to its origin. Lanci makes 
the following report: “I have exam- 
ined the chair of St. Peter at Rome; it 
is not of the age of Augustus, but be- 
longs to the filth century of the Chris- 
tian era; its architecture was not yet 
To 
my great astonishment I found in this 
chair twelve little plates of ivory, on 
which were sculptured the twelve la- 
bors of Hercules; so that in my opin- 
of the 
Emperors or some secular man in the 


discovered in the Augustan age. 


ion it was the chair of some 


decay of the Roman Empire.” 

It is not wonderful that a Church 
which will palm off a chair of the fifth 
century belonging, probably not even 
to a Christian, as the seat of the Apos- 
tle Peter,and offer worship to it should 
select its dogmas of faith from the 
revelations of Mahomet. 


NO MORE CURSE. 





BY REV, GEO. C. NEEDHAM. 

G@N the book of Proverbs, xxvi: 2, 
«ff we read: ‘‘The curse causless 
shall not come.” What can be more 
desolating than the curse of God? Judg- 
ment in his strange work, for He de- 
lighteth in mercy, yet His long-suffering 
will have an end, and a terrible curse 
must be inflicted in due time upon the 
wicked. The dreadful effect of the 
Lord’s curse was seen in the case of 
the barren fig tree, which in one night 
withered to the root. There was a 
cause for that curse. The tree had 
the appearance of fruit, yet there was 
nothing but leaves. What a picture 
of the Jews in our Lord’s day, with 
their loud pretensions and professions, 
yet bearing leaves only. The nation 
was cursed for its iniquity, and as a 
nation Israel has withered away. What 
a picture also of the nominal professor 
of to-day who makes his religion of 
creed and ceremony a fair show in the 
flesh, yet brings forth no real spiritual 
fruit. Reader, which is your condition ? 
Do you bear fruit as a living tree of 
the Lord’s planting, or is it with you 
only leaves ? 

H ow is it with those who take refuge 
in the law of Moses and seek to obtain 
salvation by obedience to its com- 
mands? If in any one thing they fail 
they come under its dread curse: for 
it is said in Scripture, “Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do 
them;” and “whosoever offendeth iv 
one point is guilty of all.” The whole 
world is therefore subject to the judg- 
ment of God for a// are guilty, and 
every mouth is stopped. None can 
plead justification on the ground of a 
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life of absolute obedience to the holy 
law of God. But, O divine remedy ! 
wonderful plan of redemption! The 
Word became flesh, and was made a 
curse for us, as it is again written: 
“Cursed is every one that hangeth on 
a tree.” The judgment of God against 
sin was inflicted without modification 
on the devoted Victim who appeared 
as His people's Surety. 
‘*My soul looks back to see 
The burden Thou dids’t bear 
When hanging on the cursed tree 
And knows her guilt was there. 
‘Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove; 
We bless the Lamb with cl:eerful voice 
And sing His bleeding love.”’ 


Herein is love indeed, for when we 
were yet enemies Christ died for us 
He, the just, died for the unjust in or- 
der to remove the curse of the broken 
law from those ‘‘guilty” and ‘‘con- 
demned already,” so that He might 
bring them to God and present them 
holy and acceptable unto God. The 
true believer becomes united to God 
through Christ, for ‘‘we are members of 
His body, of His flesh and of His 
bones.” (Eph. v: 27, 30; Col. 1: 21,22.) 


‘(), groundless deeps ! O love beyond degree! 
The offended dies to set the offender free.’’ 


No work of Pope, prelate or priest 
can free the sinner from the heavy 
curse of God’s broken law. Nochurch 
or ceremony, no penance or prayers 
can purchase forgiveness for the soul. 
Nor is there need of it. Christ died 
to redeem the sinner. He lives to 
keep all who place their whole trust in 
Him. There isa most solemn close 
to the first Corinthian Epistle—‘‘If 
any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ 
let him be anathema, maranatha’—let 
him be accursed when the Lord comes 
to judgment. IJtis not “If any man 
love not Jesus as a teacher, a martyr 


and an example he shall be cursed;” 


but ‘‘If any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ:” Lord—Jehovah—‘‘God 
over all blessed for ever:” Jesus—Sav- 
iour, for ‘‘He shall save His people 
from their sins:” Christ—the Anointed 
One and ‘‘the Head of the body, the 
Church.” His name is Wonderful— 
Jehovah, the anointed Saviour, the 
Lord ofheaven. ‘The bitter, withering 
curse of the Righteous Judge must in- 
evitably visit those who love Him not 
as He is thus revealed. Love is the 
fruit He seeks, without which all other 
things are leaves only. Who, then, 
are His lovers? ‘‘By their fruit ye 
shall know them.” Love to Christ 
will impel men to give up all forms of 
idolatry, whether it be the sensual 
idolatry of paganism, the sensuous 
idolatry of Popery, the subtle 
though refined idolatry of unitarianism. 
Where idolatry dethrones the Christ of 
God and substitutes for Him, the Eter- 
nal Word, a wafer or a whim, a heavy 
curse will fall upon such votaries. It 
will be no causeless curse 
Judge shall pronounce their awful 
doom in these dread words, ‘‘Depart 
from Me ye cursed into everlasting fire 
prepared for t e devil and his angels.” 


or 


when the 


Priests may curse and Popes may rage, 
but we fear them- not. 
erless to curse or bless. 


They are pow- 
Their threats 
and terrors we laugh to scorn, Who 
can condemn since Christ our Lord 
hath died and rose again. By His 
grace we are saved from every curse; 
by His power we shall be preserved 
from every calamity. 
“Where He displays His healing power 
Death and the curse are known no more; 


In Him the sons of Adam boast 
More blessings than their father lost.”’ 


Yea, and by the blood of Jesus every 
Christian soul will enter through the 
gates into the city of God, where “there 
shall be no more curse.” 
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THE ROMAN APOSTACY. 


BY REV. 


M HE singular spectacle is pre- 
| sented in these times of Pro- 
testant apologists for Roman- 
The charge of apostacy and 
idolatry against that system, the clear 
established fact of history, study and 
observation is disavowed. Some nerve- 
less, compromising Protestants would 
obscure the reason for their religious 
existence and pay tribute to the Pope 
of Rome for the sake of being 
thought liberal and charitable. <A 
liberality or charity that disowns the 
truth for the sake of “peace when 
there is no peace,” is not founded in 
the teaching of the Ten Command- 
ments, or in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
which Romanism has mutilated or 
superseded by ‘‘the traditions and 
commandments of men.” If this is 
not idolatry and apostasy, what is? 
Semi-idolatry or semi-apostasy, one 
may say. 


ism. 


But God recognizes no such 
mongrel religion. 

We have an instructive illustration 
of what Romanism, as a religion, is 
in the account of the people who 
were placed by the king of Assyria in 
the cities of Samaria after the captivity 
of the children of Israel. (2 Kings 
xvi: 24-41.) Some of these new set- 
tlers having been slain by lions that 
infested the deserted region, word was 
sent to the king to the effect that the 
nations he had ‘‘removed and placed 
in the cities of Samaria know not the 
manner of the God of the land,” on 
account of which ‘‘He hath sent lions 
among them, because they know not 
the manner of the God of the land.” 
In this emergency the king directed 
that one of the priests who had _ been 
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carried thence should return to Samaria 
and teach the people ‘‘the manner of 
the God of the land.” So this priest 
came and taught them how they should 
fear the Lord. 

‘‘How be it,” we are told, ‘‘every 
nation made gods of their own, and 
put them in the house of the high 
places which the Samaritans had made. 

They feared the Lord and 
served their own gods,” or, as it is ex- 
pressed in another verse, they ‘‘feared 
the Lord and served their own graven 
images, both their children and their 
childrens’ children; as did their fathers 
so do they unto this day.” 

So, it might be said, do Romanists. 
They fear the Lord and serve their 
own gods, their graven images, etc. 
But such a system is no more accept- 
able to God now than it was in the 
time of the above recorded events, as 
the context and the entire Word of 
God shows. Can the charge of 
idolatry and apostasy be inapplicable 
to a church that violates the following 
commandment and keeps a knowledge 
thereof from its devotees: ‘‘Thou 
shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that isin the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth; thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them nor serve them; for I, 
the Lord thy God, am a jealous God,” 
etc. Can the homage paid to the Vir- 
gin Mary be called Christian worship ? 

A weak attempt is made by Cardinal 
Gibbons in his work entitled ‘‘The 
Faith of Our Fathers,” to parry the 
charge of mariolatry. After setting 
forth a series of vague generalities, as 
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wide of the mark as can be, he gives 
his whole case away thus: ‘Never 
will our prayers find a readier accept- 
ance than when offered through her.” 
Darkness can sooner be called light 
than this statement can be reconciled 
with the Apostle Paul's ringing utter- 
ance—“There is one God and one 
Mediator between God and man, the 
Man Christ Jesus’—and numerous 
other passages of holy writ which 
teach that through Jesus alone is 
prayer to be made, and that He alone 
is our Advocate before the Father, His 
intercession availing ‘‘to the uttermost 
for all who will come unto Gud by 
Him.” 

Again the Cardinal says of Mary: 
“She is anxious to minister to our 
souls; she would be the instrument of 
God in feeding us with divine grace, 
in clothing us with the garments of 
innocence, in sheltering us from the 
storms of temptation, in wiping away 
the stains of sin from our soul!” A 
min who will use this language and 
then claim that divine honors are not 
paid to the mother of Jesus simply 
stultifies himself and puts a reproach 
on common sense. In view of sucha 
declaration what becomes of Jesus as 
the only medium of our salvation so 
emphatically enforced in Scripture ? 
What meaning has the Apostle’s state- 
ment that ‘‘the blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin,” 
if Cardinal Gibbons and his Church 
are to be believed ? 

“rom the time that Jesus began His 
mnistry He rebuked every attempt to 
associate Mary’s name with His in 
equal dignity, or in any sense of nom- 
age to her. It was as if He foresaw 
the rise of mariolatry, and was de- 
termined to forstall any effort to justify 
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it by expressly repudiating His mother’s 
infringement on His divine rights and 
prerogatives. At Cana of Galilee, when 
she suggested He should help the 
company out of an embarrasment, He 
instantly replied: “Woman, 
have I to do with thee? Mine hour 
is not yet come.” With all the affec- 
tion He undoubtedly had for her He 
would have her understand that His 
divine conduct was not regulated by 
her suggestions; that He moved in 
obedience to higher claims and influ- 
ences. (John 11: 4.) It is a striking 
fact that Jesus never called Mary His 
mother (so far as the record informs 
us), but ‘‘woman.” (Note above pas- 
sage and John xix: 26.) On a certain 
occasion, when people thronged about 
Him, and it was announced by some 
that His mother and brethren stood 
without desiring to see Him, He said, 
‘‘Who is My mother or My brethren? ” 
And He looked round about on them 
who sat about Him and said, ‘‘Behold, 
My mother and My brethren. For 
whosoever shall do the will of God the 
same is My brother and My sister and 
My mother.” Here again did Christ 
condemn the idea that the natural re- 
lation of His mother to Him placed 
her on a different footing from other 
people respecting the favor of God 
and the salvation of the soul. (Mark i: 
31-35; Matt. x1: 46-50;Luke vir: 19-21.) 

According to the teaching of the 
Church of Rome one would take Christ 
to be a stern Judge, who had to be 
turned from His purpose of wrath by 
the pleading of Mary and a countless 
host of saints instead 


what 


of the merciful 
Redeemer that He is, infinitely anxious 
to pardon and comfort the souls of 
men. 

But not to speak of the sacrilege of 
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Bonaventure, adopted by this Church, 
in publishing a version of the Psalms 
with the name of Mary substituted for 
that of Jehovah, making her the object 
of the adoration there ascribed to the 
Supreme Being, it isto be remembered 
that all such sentiments are only echoes 
of Papal statements. Gregory XVL., 
in an encyclical letter, referring to the 
ground of hope for the prosperity of 
the Papacy, declared that the Virgin 
Mary was their ‘‘greatest hope, yea, 
the entire ground of our hope.” And 
Pius IX., in the decree of December 
8, 1854, urged all Catholics to ‘‘hear 
these words; and with a most ardent 
zeal of piety and love proceed to 
worship, invoke and pray to the most 
blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God, 
conceived without original sin.” 

What, now, is to be made of Cardi- 
nal Gibbons’ attempt to show that 
Mary is not worshipped by Catholics? 
He is a wily ecclesiastical diplomat, 
who knows, or thinks he knows, how 
to smooth down the idolatrous phases 
of his religious system. 

But, further, the present Pope, Leo 
NIII., issues an encyclical in which he 
not only proclaims the importance of 
praying to Mary, but ordains that 
prayer shall henceforth be made by 
his followers to her husband, Joseph, 
and to this end frames a form of prayer 
which exalts that humble Jew into the 
place of the Divine, Omnipotent Sav- 
iour. Here are a few 
sentiments: 


of its choice 
“We turn in our trouble 
to thee, blessed Joseph, and after pray- 
ing for aid from thy holy spouse, we 
seek with confidence thy patronage 
also, Keep us, O thou most 
loving father, from every spot of error 
and corruption. Be favorable and 
help us from the heights of heaven, O 
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thou most mighty deliverer, in the 
fight we must wage against the powers 
of darkness. Grant us thy 
perpetual protection so that, sustained 
by thy example and thy help, we may 
live in holiness and die in piety and 
reach the everlasting blessedness of 
heaven. Amen.” 

Thus lower and lower sinks the Ro- 
man Church into depths of apostasy 
and superstition! When, therefore, 
any one claiming to be a Protestant 
asserts that the Church of Rome is not 
idolatrous and that the Pope is not an 
antichrist, we are amazed and wonder 
by what method of reasoning or re- 
quirement of charity such extenuation 
of error can be justified. | We should 
expect the adherents of that system to 
try to reconcile falsehood with truth, 
darkness with light; but those who ac- 
cept the principles of the Reformation 
and believe with Chillingworth the 
jmmortal declaration, ‘‘the Bible only 
is the religion of Protestants,” 
to be in better business, 

Whatever Cardinal Gibbons or any 
other follower of the Pope may say to 
the contrary with their smooth periods 
and far-fetched distinction between 
veneration and adoration, the fact re- 
mains that Roman Catholics worship 
Mary and images, the common people 
being trained to do so by the whole 
tenor and drift of Romish teaching 
and practices, if not indeed such ex- 
press injunctions and declarations as 
those quoted above. A little observa- 
tion would convince any one of this fact. 

In conversation with a Roman 
Catholic not long ago, in which I set 
forth the Gospel plan of salvation and 
invited him to revival meetings then in 
progress, he said, ‘‘l understand that 
you don’t make anything of the Virgin 


ought 















































































Mary at the chapel.” 1 replied that 
we honored her as a holy woman, but 
— “But,” he immediately interposed, 
“T worship her!” Then, said 1, you 
are an idolater worshipping the crea- 
ture, are you not? He thought not. 
In this he resembles his blind leaders 
—worshipping a creature and calling 
it by some other name! I asked the 
man for Scripture authority. Well, he 
said he couldn't just give chapter and 
verse, etc. No, said I, and for a good 
reason; there is none to give. 
I quoted 


Then 
passages bearing directly 
against such an idolatrous idea, some 
of wich have been commented on 
above, and he was silent. There is 
nothing like the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God, to silence 
the advocates of error. Jesus used 
this sword very successfully in His 
conflicts with Satan, who attempted to 
pervert Scripture to the support of 
falsehood. 

| adduce this incident to show that 
with Romanists in general the homage 
which their Church teaches them to 
pay Mary is considered by them as 
worship, and is, in fact, such to them. 
To the same effect is the word which 
comes from Brazil of a Romanist who 
got possession of a copy of the Holy 
Scriptures, and after reading it a little 
he went to his priest in a quandary. 
“Tow is it,” asked the awakened man, 
“that the Bible, which you say is the 
Church’s guide, has a commandment 
against the worship of images, while 
those you teach the people omit this ?” 
‘The Church,” replied the priest, 
“says we must venerate the images, 
not adore them.” Thinking this too 
lincly drawn for ordinary people, the 
man takes up another point. “I find 


To 


nothing about purgatory here.” 
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which the vicar replies: ‘‘No, but in 
one of the chapters of the Apocrypha 
you will find the ¢ermo medio (middle 
term) mentioned, and that means pur- 
gatory.” ‘‘Well,” persists the inquirer, 
taking up the Bible which lay at hand, 
‘“‘show me where that is.” ‘“‘Oh,” said 
the embarrassed instructor, ‘‘you can 
find that any time when you have leis- 
ure; I don’t remember the chapter and 
verse, and I haven't time to look for it 
now.” This only confirmed the in- 
quirer’s suspicions, and he renounced 
Romanism and found peace in believ- 
ing on the Son ef God, whose ‘‘blood 
cleanseth from all sin.” 

Absurdity and contradiction of fact 
could scarcely be more glaring than 
the following from the Cardinal's book 
referred to: ‘‘Experience sufficiently 
demonstrates that the better we under- 
stand the part which Mary has taken 
in the work of redemption, the more 
enlightened becomes our knowledge 
of our love for her, the deeper and 
broader is our devotion to Him; while 
experience also testifies that our Sav- 
iour’s attributes become more confused 
and wrapped in the minds of a people 
in proportion as they ignore Mary’s 
relation to Him.” 

Well, Cardinal, suppose you call on 
Roman Catholic lands like Spain, Italy, 
Mexico and South America for proof ! 
Don’t depend for proof on Protestant 
lands hke England and the United 
States, whose Christian enlightenment 
and civilization have exerted such a 
beneficent influence on your Church, 
compelling it to make some advance- 
ment in very self-defence beyond your 
adherents in countries where no Pro- 
testant light relieves Papal darkness. 
Go to lands where Mary and Joseph 
are gods, where Rumanisin has unre- 
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stricted sway, and where its teachings 
have gone to seed; let the attestation 
of your ridiculous assumptions be de- 
“Ex- 


It is all we want 


rived thence if you are sincere. 
perience” forsooth ! 
to overthrow the semi-pagan system 
darkness rather than 
light,” and blights so much of God's 
fair heritage to-day. As for Christian 
experience we know something what 
that means, and we know that it is 


which ‘loves 


grounded in God's word, which ‘‘liv- 
eth and abideth forever.” 

Well does a young friend of the 
writer's from France, led out of the 


darkness of Romanism into the light 


of the Gospel, and now preaching in 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, say, 


“The Roman 
Church teaches that Christ died for 


contrasting the two: 


our sins on the Cross, but the absur- 
dity is that she teaches that this sacri- 
fice is not sufficient, and that it must 
be made complete by the priest. . .. 
The a Christian 
and a Roman Catholic is that the lat- 
ter believes in the priest, and the for- 
mer believes in Christ. In order, then, 


difference between 


that a Papist may become a Christian 
he has only to change mediators, and 
put Christ in the place of the priest. 
Since my conversion to Christ I have 
no more doubts, which were the bane 
of my life. Iam content in my situa- 
tion and, moreover, I have the assur- 
ance of my eternal salvation; not by 
my merit, but by the merits of Christ.” 
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. AY by day it appears more mani- 
1) fest that the precepts of Christian 
AF wisdom ought to be recalled 
and that the life, the morals and the 





institutions of nations ought to be al- 
together conformed to them. For 
when these precepts are disregarded, 
so great is the power of evil that has 
followed, that no wise man can look 
on its presence without anxiety, nor 
look on to the hereafter without fear. 
No little progress indeed has been 
made towards those good things which 
are of the body and external; but all 
nature which appeals to the senses of 
man and all possession of wealth, and 
power, and abundance, even though it 
confer advantages and increase the 
enjoyments of life, is unable to satisfy 
the soul which is born for things greater 
and grander. . . . 






















































If, then, any 
state aims only at external advantage 
and wealth, if it is wont in its govern- 
ment to put God and the moral law 
aside, it wrongly turns away from its 
nd and from the teaching of nature, 
and cannot be called a community or 
society, but is rathera deceitful resem- 
blance and a parody. Those goods of 
the soul of which we have spoken 
which are found only in the practice 
of the true religion and in the constant 
keeping of the law of Christ, we see 
every day falling into neglect through 
the forgetfulness or pride of men, so 
that the loss of what affects the soul is 







































































in proportion to the increase of what 
relates to the body. 





The diminution 
and loss of Christian faith 








is shown 
most of all in the wrongs which are too 

















often done to the Catholic religion 
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publicly and before the eyes of men— 
wrongs which an age that practised re- 
ligion would not suffer for a moment. 

For these reasons the salvation of 
multitudes of men is greatly imperilled; 
and even states themselves and empires 
cannot long remain in safety. 
The present age has seen the mighty 
fallen; and it is not atall clear whether 
like convulsions are not to be dreaded 
now. 

Time then tells us how these disor- 
ders may be healed; namely, by restor- 
ing the Christian rule of action in pri- 
vate and in public life—the only way 
to ward off the evils which are pressing 





on us, the fittest way to drive away the 
dangers with which we are threatened. 
To this duty, venerable brethren, we 
must gird ourselves with all energy and 
perseverance; and for this reason we 
deem it proper in this letter to teach 
Catholics their duties with all the clear- 
ness that we may—duties which, if 
duly fulfilled, would lead wonderfully 
to the good of the commonwealth. 
We have fallen upon times of mighty 
and daily struggle as to matters of the 
greatest moment, a struggle in which 
it is most difficult for the multitude to 
escape being led astray, to avoid error 
and to maintain their courage. It is 
our duty, venerable brethren, to warn, 
to teach and to exhort each one ac- 
cording to our opportunity. 
CATHOLICS HAVE SPECIAL DUTIES. 

It cannot be dehied that life has 
more and greater duties for Catholics 
than for those who either hold not the 
Catholic faith at all or entertain wrong 
ideas concerning it. When, after pur- 
chasing redemption for mankind, Jesus 
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Christ bade His Apostles preach the 
Gospel to every creature, He at the 
same time laid upon all men the duty 
of learning and believing the truths 
which He taught; and without the 
performance of this duty we cannot 
Qui cred- 
iderit et baptizatus fuerit, salvus erit; 
gui vero non crediderit, condemnabitur 
—‘‘He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth 
(St. Mark 
But when he has embraced 
the Christian faith, as he is bound to 


gain everlasting salvation, 


not shall be condemned.” 
Xvi: 16.) 


do, man thereby becumes subject to 
the Church; for being born of her he is 
made a member of that great society, 
the supreme government of which, un- 
der her invincible Head, J: sus Christ, 
has been entrusted only to the Roman 
Pontiff. 
bids us above all to love and 


If, then, the law of nature 
defend 
the state in which we have been born 
and brought up, so that the good citi- 
zen will not be loath even to die for 
his country, much more is it the duty 
of Christians in like manner to love 
defend the Church. For the 
Church is the holy city of the living 
God born of Him, made by Him, a 


and 


pilgrim indeed upon earth, calling and 
instructing men and leading to eternal 
bliss in heaven. We have, therefore, 
to love our country which has given us 
this mortal life, but it follows of neces- 
sity that we should have a greater love 
for the Church, to which we owe the 
life that will endure for ever; because 
spiritual good is rightfully preferred to 
that of the body, and our duties to 
God have a much greater sanction than 
those which we owe to our fellow-men. 

Nevertheless these duties are some- 
times set aside, either through stress of 
the times or by the wickedness of men. 
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Not frequently it happens that one way 
of acting seems to be required by the 
state and another by religion, for the 
reason that the rulers of the common- 
weath either despise or would subject 
to themselves the sacred power of the 
Church. Hence arises a conflict and 
an opportunity for making proof of 
virtue. ‘Iwo different powers press on 
us, and when they command things in 
themselves contrary it is impossible to 
render obedience at one time to both. 
No one ought to be in doubi as to 
which of the two must be obeyed. 

It isa sin to disobey God for the 
sake of pleasing men; it is wrong to 
break the law of Jesus Christ in order 
to obey the government or under pre- 
tence of preserving civil rights to trans- 
gress the laws of the Church. The an- 
swer which Peter and the rest of the 
apostles were wont to give to the gov- 
ernors when they laid unlawful com- 
mands upon them must always. be 
made once for all on such occasions. 
The Christian ought to suffer every- 
thing, even death itself, rather than 
forsake the side of God and of the 
Church. 

If the laws of the state are openly at 
variance with the law of God—if they 
inflict injury the Church—if 
they clash with the dictates of religion 
or set at naught the authority of Jesus 
Christ which is vested in the Supreme 
Pontiff, then indeed it becomes a 
duty to resist them, a sin to render 
obedience. . . . 


upon 


It scarcely con- 
cerns us here to say how bitter and 
many-sided 
against the Church. Because human 
reason has been able, by scientific in- 


a war has been waged 


vestigations, to disclose many secrets 
of nature, men have taken upon them- 
selves to think that they can banish 
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God and His divine authority from 
daily life . . With all their 
might they struggle to put themselves 
at the head of civil affairs in order that 
they may more easily propagate these 
doctrines and fashion the public laws 
and morals, Everywhere the Catholic 
religion is either openly attacked or 
secretly assailed, and by the great li- 
cense permitted in these perverse errors 
the public profession of Christianity is 
often hindered by many difficulties. 
In so evil a state of affairs it is the 
first duty of every oneto reflect and be 
on his guard that he may by vigilant 
care securely defend the faith which he 
has received by guarding against dan- 
gers and by being always armed against 
the fallicies and sophisms of the day. 
ALL BOUND TO AID THE CHURCH. 
And in this connection there are 


other duties attaching to Christian faith 


in the careful and devout performance 
of which, though there has been ne- 
cessity at all times, the need is particu- 
larly grave in our days. For when the 
lawlessness of thought to which we 
have referred is so extended, so widely 
diffused, it becomes the duty of the 
Church actively to espouse the safe- 
guarding of truth and to eradicate 
falsehood from men’s minds—a duty 
at all times to be sacredly maintained, 
because the honor of God and the sal- 
vation of men are in her keeping. But 

hen a special need demand, it be- 
comes the duty not only of those who 
command to defend the purity of the 
faith, but ‘‘all are bound to communi- 
cate their faith to others, either for the 
instruction or confirmation of other 
behevers, or to repel the attacks of 
infidels.” (St. Thomas 11-1. Quaest. 
Il]. Art. um. ad. 2.) To give way 
to the enemy or to be silent before 


him while on all sides is raised a clam- 
orous opposition to truth, is the work 
of the slothful man, or of him who 
doubts the truth of his profession. 

At the utmost no one is pro- 
hibited from practising and boldly ex- 
hibiting that special fortitude of Chris- 
tians by which the counsels and plots 
of our enemies are frequently brought 
to naught. Some Christians are indeed 
from their birth formed for battle; and 
for these, the greater their energy, the 
more complete, by God’s grace, will 
be their victory. . . . The first de- 
mands of this duty are to profess 
openly and constantly the Catholic 
doctrine and propagate it as far as 
each one possibly can. For—to re- 
peat an old and most true saying— 
nothing is so great an obstacle to 
Christian truth as ignorance of it. 

Now, the gift of preaching, that 
is, teaching, is, by divine law, in the 
hands of the rulers whom “the Holy 
Ghost has placed as Bishops to rule 
over the Church of God” (Acts xx: 
28), and especially of the Roman Pon- 
tiff, the vicar of Jesus Christ, the head 
of the universal Church, with supreme 
power, the director of morals and ac- 
tions. Nevertheless, let none imagine 
that they who have no essentially au- 
thoritative position in the hierarchy are 
forbidden to devote themselves to the 
same object, especially those who have 
received from God the power as well 
as the zeal to work. As often as there 
is need these may very appositely de- 
liver to others the messages they have 
received, reflecting, like a glass, the 
voice of the teachers, guarding them- 
selves, however, from an assumption 
of the duties of authority. Indeed, 
the help of such appeared to the 
Fathers of the Vatican Council so 





250 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 





timely and fruitful that they’judged it 
good to make particular request for it. 
“We beseech all Christians, especially 
those] who are in command or fulfil 
the functions of teaching, in the bowels 
of Jesus Christ, and we command 
them by the authority of the same God, 
and our Saviour, that they devote their 
zeal and toil to drive away these errors 
from the Church, and to make ready 
the way for the light of the immacu- 
late faith.” Moreover, let every man 
remember that he is able and ought to 
strengthen the Catholic faith by the au- 
thority of his example, and to preach 
it by the consistency ofhis life. There- 
fore in the duties which bind us to 
God and the Church this takes a chief 
place, that the labor of all must be 
called on to assist, as far as possible, 
in the propagation of the truth and the 
overthrow of error. 

Now these duties will notbe fulfilled 
as a whole and with advantage as they 
should be if some go out to battle in- 
dependently of others. The 
Church is not only a perfect society, 
far more excellent than any other so- 
ciety, but the duty is imposed upon it 
by its Author to fight for the salvation 
of the human race ‘‘like an army set 
in array.” This composition and 
of the Christian common- 
wealth can in no way be changed; nor 
is any man permitted to rule himself 
by his own judgment or to follow any 
mode of defence that pleases him; for 
he scatters and gathers not who gathers 
not with the Church and Jesus Christ, 
and he most surely strives against God 
who labors not with Him and with the 
Church. 

ut to effect this combination of 
minds and unity of action, with reason 


economy 


to be dreaded by the enemies of the 


? 





Catholic name, the primal necessity lies 
in agreement of thought and views. 
For this reason in the govern- 
ment of states care is often taken that 
they who differ in opinion and view 
should be bound in unity by constraint. 
Very different is it among Catholics ; 
what they ought to believe they receive 
from the Church, under whose au- 
thority and guidance they know well 
that they hold the truth. Hence, as 
the Church is one, Jesus Christ being 
one, so the whole doctrine of all Chris- 
tians in the world is and ought to be 
one. And it follows that 
everything which is understood to be 
the direct teaching of God must be re- 
ceived by us with equal assent, and 
that to refuse belief to one of such 
doctrines is clearly to deny the whole. 
Now, to declare what is the divine 
teaching is the function of the teaching 
Church to whom God has entrusted 
the guardianship and interpretation 
of His words. But the highest teacher 
in the Church is the Roman Pontiff. 
Hence, as the union of minds necessi- 
tates a perfect agreement in one faith, 
so it receives all judgments to be per- 
fectly submissive and obedient to 
the Roman Pontiff as to God. 
PERFECT OBEDIENCE REQUIRED. 

In fixing the limits of obedience let 
none imagine that the authority of the 
bishops, and especially of the Roman 
Pontiff, is only to be respected in mat- 
ters of dogma, the obstinate rejection 
of which cannot be distinguished from 
the crime of heresy. Nor is it by any 
means sufficient that a sincere and 
firm assent be given to the teachings 
delivered by the Church which, though 
not defined by solemn act, are, never- 
theless, by common and _ universal! 
consent believed as divinely revealed, 
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and which the Vatican Council de- 
creed as of ‘‘Catholic and divine faith.” 
But it is moreover a chief duty of Chris- 
tians to suffer themselves to be ruled 
and governed by the bishops, and par- 
ticularly by the Apostolic See. The 
guidance of both belief and action by 
divine right belongs to the Church, 
and in the Church to the chief Pontiff. 
Hence the Pontiff must have the power 
authoritatively to judge of the meaning 
of Holy Scripture; what doctrines are 
in harmony with it and what at vari- 
ance; and also to declare what is vir- 
tuous and what sinful, what is to be 
done and what avoided in the work of 
salvation. 

The Church rules nations scattered 
over the whole earth, differing in race 
and customs, whose duty it is, living 
each in its own state under its own 
laws, to submit both to civil and ec- 
clesiastical power. But the ecclesias- 
tical power has this far nobler aim— 
to rule the minds of men. _ So that it 
cannot be doubted that the direction 
of souls has been given to the Church 
alone, and political power has noright 
of interference; for not to Czesar, but 
to Peter did Jesus entrust the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven. 

It is fitting that the Church should 
live and protect herself by institutions 
ind laws that are in harmony with her 
nature. And since her society is not 
only perfect, but is also placed above 
every human society, she, in the ful- 
fillment of her right and her office, 
firmly refuses to side with any parties 
and to bend the knee to the fleeting 
and changeable politics of the civil 
order. Of the various kinds of govern- 
ment there is none of which she disap- 
proves, so long as religion and moral 
discipline live untouched. In the en- 


251 
forcement of state discipline, a matter 
impossible to be separated from the 
laws and duties of religion, the inter- 
ests of Christianity should particularly 
be borne in mind; and wherever these 
should seem to be in danger from the 
attacks of opponents the defence of 
religion must be undertaken in full 
agreement together. . . . In 
sanctioning institutions and laws 
man’s moral and religious character 
should be regarded; nor should any- 
thing be commended or forbidden un- 
less on the ground of benefit to civil 
society and in accordance with religion, 
For this reason the Church cannotbut 
concern herse!f about the laws formu- 
lated in States, not for their connection 
with the government, but because they 
sometimes encroach on the right of the 
Church by passing their due bonds. 
Nay, it is a duty assigned by God to 
the Church to make resistance if at any 
time the State does harm to religion, 
and to strive that the power of the 
Gospel shall influence the laws and 
institutions of peoples. The Church 
cannot give either patronage or favor 
to the men at whose hands she knows 
only oppression and who publicly re- 
On the 
other hand she is, as she should be, 


fuse to respect her rights. 


the defender of those who, justly ap- 
preciating what is due to the civil and 
Christian state, desire to work peace- 
fully for the common good of both. 
In these precepts is contained the rule 
which al! Catholics should follow in 
public life. And it should be remem- 
bered that whenever the Church is 
lawfully brought into connection with 
public affairs those men should be 
favored who are of known honesty and 
are likely to deserve well of the Chris- 
tian name; nor is there the least reason 
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why men should be preferred who are 
filled with evil intentions against relig- 
ion. Hence the importance of the 
duty to guide the minds of men be- 
comes clear, particularly when in these 
days Christianity is plotted against with 
such a depth of cunning. We shall 
not here inquire how far the sloth and 
intestine discord of Catholics have 
worked in the interests of revolution; 
but this may be said, that evil men 
would have been less prompt in bold- 
ness, less ready to work so great a ruin, 
if the faith ‘that works by charity” had 
been stronger in the minds of many. 
Nor would the discipline of Christian 
morals divinely entrusted to us have 
fallen so low. 
CATHOLICS IN PUBLIC LIFE, 

Those who are called to bear a part 
in public life are menaced by two dan- 
gers which are to be avoided with all 
vigilance—prudence, falsely so called, 
and rashness. In our day there are 
some who doubt the expediency of 
facing and opposing wickedness when 
successful, for fear, as they allege, lest 
the evil doers should be still further 
irritated. Are such men on the side of 
the Church, or are they against it? It 
would be hard to say. They profess 
Catholic doctrine at the same time that 
they would have the Church give free 
play to heretical opinions. They com- 
plain of the decline of faith and of the 
decay of morals; yet they do not care 
to practise a remedy; nay they often 
intensify such evils either by excessive 
lenity or by a deceit. 
They would allow no man to suggest 
a doubt as to their devotion to the 
Apostolic See, yet they are never with- 
out some grievance against the Sover- 
eign Pontiff. 


mischievous 


The definite plan of our enemies— 


and many of them do not hesitate to 
state it explicitly and to boast of it 
openly—is the oppression of the on/dy 
true religion, the Catholic. To carry 
this out there is nothing they will hesi- 
tate to attempt. They know full well 
that the more fear they excite in their 
adversaries the easier will be the fufil- 
ment of their own perverse under- 
takings. 

Others, on the contrary, in no small 
numbers would subject the government 
of the Church to their own ideas and 
to their own will, and with difficulty 
endureand unwillingly allow anything 
different from them. Such men as 
these spend their strength vainly and 
are as blameworthy as the others. All 
honor to those who, when occasion 
requires, go out into the battle-field 
fully confident that unjust powers will 
perish and yield at last by the sanctity 
of religion and of right. They are the 
champions of religion, especially 
against those sects which insolently 
and without pause attack Christianity 
and pursue with incessant hostility the 
Sovereign Pontiff who has fallen into 
their power. But such men as these 
are watchful in their care to observe 
the rules of obedience, and attempt 
nothing without orders. <A like do- 
cility in union with a_ steadfast con- 
stancy and courage is needful for all 
Catholics, so that whatever trials may 
befall they may fail in nothing. 

The political wisdom of individuals 
seems to consist entirely in the loyal 
execution of the precepts of lawful au- 
thority, the Church, more especially as 
the political wisdom of the supreme 
Pontiff must needs embrace the greater 
number of subjects. His it is not only 
to govern the Church in her entirety, 
but also to orderand direct the actions 




















of Christian citizens in view of their 
eternal salvation, This must convince 
us how indispensible it is that besides 
the perfect concord that must reign in 
thought and deed fhe faithful should 
accept religiously as their rule of con- 
duct the political wisdom of ecclesiasti- 
cal authority. Now, immediately after 
the Roman pontiff and under his di- 
rection the government of Christendom 
belongs to the bishops. If they are 
not placed at the summit of pontifical 
power they are, nevertheless, veritable 
princes in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, 
and they have the clergy to share in 
their labors and execute their decisions 
Every man must rule his life according 
to this constitution of the Church, 
which no man has power or authority 
to alter. Again, as in the exercise of 
their spiritual power the bishops must 
be united to the Apostolic See, in like 
manner the clergy and the laity must 
live in a strict union with their bishops. 
Should any one give occasion for crit- 
icism, whether by his conduct or by 
the theories which he may uphold, let 
no private person take upon himself 
the office of judge in his regard, an 
office entrusted by our Lord Jesus 
Christ to the one Pastor whom He has 
placed above the sheep and lambs. 
Let each one engrave on his memory 
the most wise teaching of Pope St. 
Gregory the Great—‘‘Subjects are to 
be warned that they shall not arrogantly 
judge the life of their superiors; even 
should it be their lot to see such su- 
periors acting blameworthily; for fear 
lest their own keenness in blaming evil 
should beget within them the begin- 
nings of a pride which would lead them 
into graver faults. Let them be warned 
against the danger of placing them- 
selves in rash opposition to their supe- 
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riors of whose faults they have become 
aware. Should such superiors really 
havecommitted blamable actions, their 
inferiors, full of the fear of God, must 
not judge them even in the mental 
blame, except in a perpetual spirit of 
respect and submission. The actions 
of superiors are not to be touched by 
the sword of speech even when they 
.seem to deserve a righteous rebuke.” 
We desire here to exhort specially 
the fathers of families to regulate the 
government of their households and 
the early education of their children in 
these precepts. It is a strict 
obligation laid upon parents to use 
every effort to repel whatever injury 
may be done to them in this matter, 
to educate their children in a Christian 
manner; especially to forbid them to 
attend those schools where there is 
danger of imbibing the deadly poison 
ofimpiety (maximeque prohibere scholis 
wis, a guibus periculum est ne malum 
venenum imbibant impietatis). When 
it is a question of the good education 
of youth we have no right to fix a limit 
to the pains and labors that result, 
however great these may be. Those 
Catholics of all nationalities who, at 
the expense of much money and zeal, 
have erected schools for the education 
of their children are worthy of being 
proposed for the admiration of all. It 
would be well if this beautiful example 
were followed wherever circumstances 
called for it. We believe 
that we have pointed out the conduct 
to be observed and the dangers to be 
avoided by Catholics. It rests 
with you, venerable brethren, upon 
whom this obligation is incumbent, 
that you take care to diffuse everywhere 
our words, and that you make all un- 
derstand how important it is to putin- 


now 
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to practice the teachings contained in 
this letter. If sometimes our councils 
appear difficult to practise it is for you 
to use your authority and to act by 
your example in order to incite the 
faithful to make the most energetic 
efforts and not allow themselves to be 
overcome by difficulty. Show them 
what we ourselves have often shown 
them, that their most precious gifts are 
in danger, and they should seek out 
the highest good. Let them remember 
that in their preservation all labor is 
to be endured; and that these labors 
have a right to the highest recompense 
by which the Christian life is crowned. 
Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, Janu- 
ary 10, 1890, in the twelfth year of our 
Pontificate. Leo NXIII., Pope. 
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Lafayette’s Famous Utterance. 


BY KEV. W. R. GORDON, S. T. D., 


MANHASSET, N. Y. 

General Lafayette, the well-known 
and well-beloved French coadjutor of 
Washington, spoke very plainly to 
Americans through Prof. Morse of tele- 
graphic fame—‘‘If ever the liberties 
of this Republic are destroyed, it will 
be by Roman Catholics.” 

Romanists have often but vainly 
striven to get rid of this testimony by 
accusing the venerable professor of 
coining and circulating a gross false- 
hood in the aforesaid declaration; but 
their disadvantage in making the ac. 
cusation is this, that lies and false 
oaths in behalf of their own system of 
imposture are not only allowable in 
behalf of “Holy Mother,” but vindi- 
cated if not enjoined by their “the- 
ology.” The proof is found in the 


works ofa canonized saint,pronounced 
by the highest Roman authority to be 


‘sound and according to God” (St. 
Liguori Lib. 111. note 151; and notes 
153, 160. See also works of Father 
Gury, S. J., ‘fon the eighth precept 
of the Decalogue.”) This being so, 
surely it is absurd for those who are 
taught to lie upon principle to accuse 
any man of mendacity whose unim- 
peachable character soars far above the 
reach of poisoned arrows. 

Years ago the present writer in ful- 
fillinga duty to which he was called, was 
attacked by a priest in the A/ahoning 
Journal of ,the city of Youngstown, 
Ohio. He had quoted the above de- 
claration of Lafayette as stated by 
Professor Morse. The priest thus re- 
plied: ‘‘When the professor was taken 
to task by Bishop Spalding on the 
question he prevaricated, adduced tes- 
timony that destroyed itself by its con- 
tradictions, and proved to every un- 
biased mind that it wasa base calumny.’ 

A short time before, Dr..Morse had 
returned from France, where he had 
resided for two years as United States 
Commissioner to the French Expo- 
sition. As soon as the place of his 
temporary abode was discovered the 
aforesaid priestly impeachment was 
sent to him and 
promptly returned: 

PouGHKEEPSIE, Sept. 24, 1868. 

My Dear Sir:—Your letter of the 
18th inst. I found on my table on my 
return last evening after an absence of 
several days, 

All my papers relating to the con- 
troversy with Archbishop Spalding 
(then Bishop) are in New York, and it 
would be the work of some time to 
find them, as they were putin disorder 
during my absence of three years from 
the country. 


this answer was 


But when I again visit 
the city I will look them up and will 
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at least give you the dates of the arti- 
cles (which appeared in the Louisville 


Courier, 1 think). [ am a little sur- 
prised that any champion of the Ro- 
mish system should have ventured to 
revive that controversy, and especially 
that he should claim to have come off 
victor in that skirmish. I have not 
now the time to attend to this matter, 
and especially to enter into controversy 
with such a vulgar, ill-mannered an- 
tagonist as this priest E. M. O'C., 
whose dialectics seem to have been 
formed in some corner grocery of the 
lowest character. 

The article you sent me was pub- 
lished, it seems by the date, in May 
last. Therefore there is no need of 
haste ina reply. The subject will not 
suffer by delay. If I can find time, and 
vou think it of importance, I will write 
you more fully when I am established 
in my winter home in the city, where 
I shall be in my library and among 
my papers. 

I think, however, if you wish to find 
material for (1 was going to say sélenc- 
ing) this foul-mouthed assailant, you 
will find enough in these articles of 
mine to silence any man of common 
sense or decency But as for silencing 
such an antagonist I deem it labor in 
vain, 

Iam wholly absorbed just now in 
my labor as United States Commis- 
sioner to the French Exposition, and 
am limited as to time in making my 
report to Congress. This must be my 
apology for so briefly replying to your 
letter. 

With respect your obedient servant, 

Samvuet B, F. Morse. 

The melancholy occurence of the 
professor’s speedy death put a stop to 
further prosecution of this matter. 








Had he lived a little longer he would 
have settled it afresh, but the implica- 
tions in the foregoing answer are amply 
sufficient. 

Allow me to say in closing that I 
was well acquainted with Rev. Peter I. 
VanPelt, D. D.,a reputable minister who 
served in the ministry of the Reformed 
Dutch Church from a. p. 1802 to a. D. 
1847, and was chaplain in the war of 
1812. Govenor Tompkins invited him 
to make an address of welcome to 
Lafayette on his arrival at the Govern- 
or’s house as the Nation’s guest in 1824, 
Lafayette made the same statement to 
Dr. Van Pelt that he made to Professor 
Morse, only more intensely, if not more 
impressive. If you have access to it 
as published in the Zfiscopal Recorder 
I have no doubt its reproduction in 
Tue Convertep Catuotic would 
very acceptable to all its readers. 

(In our next issue we shall publish 
Dr. Van Pelt’s letter which appeared 
in a series of articles contributed by 
our learned friend Rev. Dr. Mason 
Gallagher tothe Philadelphia F/isco- 
pal Recorder. | 
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WE REQUEST OUR READERS WHEN 
ordering the Nun of Kenmare’s books 
to state whether they want her ‘‘Auto- 
biography” or her new book, ‘‘Life 
Inside the Church of Rome.” We will 
send both books free for eight new 
subscribers. The suppressed page of 
her new book goes with the volume. 
ove 

THe ‘‘LONDON CHRISTIAN”’ SAYS: ‘THE 
Spiritual Man,”’ a lecture originally delivered 
at Northfield by Rev. Geo. C. Needham, and 
well received by Mr. Moody’s students, con- 
tains important teaching as to the natural and 
spiritual—the man born of the flesh, and the 
new man in Christ Jesus. 
phlet, price Io cents. 


A handsome pam- 
Address this office. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


{All works noticed in these columns can be had 
at this office at Publishers’ prices. ] 


KOMANISM THE GREATEST DANGER IMPEND- 
ING AMERICA, By Prof. P. M. Clerc, ex- 
Catholic priest; 95 pages, price 25 cents. 
This is a remarkable pamphlet. A 

glance through it is enough to con- 

vince any man that it is an important 
publication furnishing  exhilirating 
reading and well worth the closest pe- 
rusal. Every American who wishes 
well to his country and has enough of 
genuine patriotism in his make-up to 
prompt him to find out what Roman 
Catholicism is and what it means 
should read it. The reading will con- 
vince any honest man that Romanism 
comes robed as ‘‘anangel of light” to 
do the worst of bad work as ‘‘an angel 
of darkness” in the ruin of our country. 

This pamphlet of 95 pages abounds in 

facts of which nobody ought to remain 

ignorant. It is written by a gentleman 
who two vears ago was an officiating 
priest in New York. He came out of 

Rome ‘‘disgusted with the criminal 

and hyporcritical lives of Catholic 

priests,” as he says, ‘‘and their low and 
infamous intrigues,” to tell us what he 
knows of an institution into which, 
with other well meaning men, he had 
been ignorantly and innocently intro- 
duced and educated for its sacerdotal 
order. A bitter experience, an aroused 
conscience, a natural indignation and 
the fear of God before his eyes }ed him 
to abandon the priesthood. Like 
other ex-priests he met and sustained 
much persecution and many trials for 
the cause of truth and righteousness. 

Romanists now can no longer say that 

what is revealed by former priests of 

the infamous character of the horrible 
system, isa bundle of “Protestant lies.” 


The revelation is made by men of the 
“holy priesthood,” stripped of ‘‘facul. 
ties,” to be sure, but still priests; for 
their ecclesiastical standing is thus de- 
fined by ‘‘Holy Mother’—‘‘Once a 
priest, always a priest.” 

Professor Clerc, as we believe, de- 
serves the thanks of every honest man 
for his fearless and faithful work. He 
deals in recent facts illustrative of old 
and exerable principles, showing how 
Romanism is well expounded by her 
own laconic Latin—Semper eadem— 
always the same—but only and ever 
for evil purposes. The contents of 
this pamphlet are: 1. Roman Catho- 
licism the greatest danger impending 
America. 2. Roman Catholicism no 
longer the religion of Christ- 3. Gen- 
eral considerations concerning the Ca- 
tholic priesthood. 4. Depravity of the 
Roman clergy in Europe. 5. De- 
pravity ofthe Roman clergy in America. 
6. Particular cases. 7. An address to 
Roman Catholic priests. W.R. G. 
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Diabolos and His Demons. 

The Baltimore Baptist, June 19, 
1890, says: 

Mrs. George C. Needham has just published 
a book entitled ‘*Diabolos and His Demois.”’ 
It isa full Scriptural history of the devil and 
his subjects. Her view as to the meaning of 
the ‘‘Sons of God”’ in the sixth chapter of Gen. 
esis is almost startling; and yet one must con- 
fess, after reading the proofs of her position, 
that she has a weight of argument on her side. 
One of the modern tricks of the devil is to 
make men believe that he does not exist, and 
we welcome this clear and Scriptural presen- 
tation of his black character. It is a history 
of darkness which will make us appreciate 
the light. Every Christian ought to read it. 


Price 20 cts. Address all orders to this office. 


FATHER McGtynn’s Lecture on “THE 
Public Schools and their Enemies’’ with sketch 
of his life, will be sent to any address for 4 


cents; 25 copies 50 cents; 100 copies $1.00. 








